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For anyone who was around at the start of Channel4, you will probably count some of Don Coutts’s work as being some of your favourite TV moments, even if you don’t know it!

Don directed the grand-daddy of Youth Programming Something Else, for the BBC working with young up and coming bands like The Clash, Dexy’s Midnight Runners, The Undertones - his first studio directing ever was The Jam and Joy Division. He then  co-formed indie RPM and began making programmes for  Channel 4  like Whatever you Want, presented by Keith Allen and featuring bands such as Siouxie and the Banshees, the Dead Kennedys, and more...

Then there was the wonderful and influential After Dark – worth coming in from the pub early for. Who can forget Olly Reed leering over Kate Millet, or Tony Blackburn and Peter Tatchell debating privacy?  A live open-ended debate, it was here that Don pioneered the art of every cutaway tells a story! 
Back in Scotland Don formed Big Star in a Wee Picture with Stuart Cosgrove. Many of today’s successful Scottish producers, directors and technicians started with this company who brought fresh vibrancy and energy to the Scottish Indie scene.

Halfway to Paradise was one of Channel Four’s most ambitious regional commissions, and remains today a precious archive of late 80s Northern Culture.

Some very memorable and critically acclaimed programmes followed – The Big Day, 12 hours of live music and recorded films for Channel Four,  Fly Me to Dunoon for BBC2 , My name is Albert Watson brought this NY based Scottish photographer to the nation’s attention ,  Pesce e Patate was an evocative snatch of the life of Scots Italians torn between two cultures, Kiss to Build a Dream on looked at the career of Broxburn’s famous director Michael Caton Jones … many diverse arts and documentary programmes followed. 
Don’s skills cross many genres he is equally at home directing documentaries, music, live talk shows and drama as his critically acclaimed feature debut American Cousins showed. His debut, Tartan Short Dead Sea Reels, had critic Ajay Close “greetin on the settee”.
Don moved to the Highlands in the mid 90s with partner Lindy Cameron and their company Move on Up have encouraged and helped many people there to get involved in film and tv, or community video in many ways. They have continuously  produced quality programmes, even though they are 200 miles north of the big cities. They do this because they are committed to the ideal of a sustainable, participating  Highlands,  plus they like the people and the quality of life. 

In recent years , as well as directing  a number of quality tv comedy dramas  and a feature film, amongst other things,  Don has been bringing traditional music to the small screen in an aesthetic and energetic way, directing for such musicians as Capercailie, Shooglenifty, Christy Moore and  Phil and Aly and creating the Bafta winning Tacsi, and current fav Horo.  

He works closely with Gaelic TV super-indie MAC tv.    

FILM AND TELEVISION DRAMA
American Cousins (2003), Feature film produced by Margaret Matheson and starring Danny Nucci (Titanic), Vincent Pastore (The Sopranos), Dan Hedaya (Mulholland Drive), Shirley Henderson (Harry Potter) and Gerald Lepkowski. 

Nominated for a UK BAFTA and winner of sixteen awards including:

· Best Director – Milan International Film Festival

· Best Director, Comedy  – Newport Beach Film Festival  (USA)

· Best Film – Milan International Film Festival

· Best Film – Sunday Times Bowmore Awards

· Best Film – Newport Beach Film Festival (USA)

· Best Comedy – Newport Beach Film Festival (USA)

· Audience Award – Milan International Film Festival

· Audience Award – BAFTA Scotland

· Special Jury Prize –  Savannah Film Festival (USA)

Dear Green Place (2006 (pilot), Series 1 and 2 2007,2008), Effingee Productions comedy film for BBC Scotland. Starring Ford Kiernan (Still Game, Chewin’ the Fat) and Paul Riley (Still Game, Chewin’ the Fat)

· Best Entertainment 2006 – BAFTA Scotland

Dead Sea Reels (1996), Short film for BBC Scotland starring Ian Bannen. Premiered at Edinburgh Film Festival. 

· Best European Short Film -- Vendome Film Festival (France)

· Best of Fest -- Chicago Silver Images Film Festival (USA)

St Antony’s Day Off (1995), Short film for BBC Scotland starring Ford Kiernan, Frank Gallagher, Tom Watson, Eileen McCallum.

Rose (1998), Short film for BBC Scotland “Two Lives International” season, starring Katy Murphy and Alison Peebles.

SELECTED DOCUMENTARIES
The Scots Who Fought Franco 2 x 1 hr on the Scottish International Brigaders STV

Clach Mhille: Gaelic series on rural house building

Count Robin:  Profile of Lewis Character BBC Alba
Mac Musical: 3 x 1 hour following the creation of a new Scottish musical for the opening of Eden Court Theatre. Endemol for BBC Scotland

Cast and Crew 4 x 1 hours  a different slant to  “the making of” series
True North: Celebrating the 60th birthday of Aly Bain BBC Scotland
Cowboys in Skirts: The making of feature film Rob Roy. United Artists/ ITV Network. 
Haud yer Tongue C4 Schools Series on Scots Language with Billy Kay
The Jacobites  Schools history series with Gerard Kelly C4
Clarissa & the Countryman: Series two (x3) and three (x4) Clarissa Dickson Wright and Johnny Scott traveling around Britain. BBC Network.
Fly Me To Dunoon:  The story of jazz singer Suzanne Bonner. BBC Network.
Tacsi: 18 x 30 minute Music Arts programmes - STV/Grampian
· Best Entertainment – BAFTA Scotland 1997. 
· Best Film Entertainment – Celtic Film Festival 1998.
. 
The Trainer Wars:  A film about Nike, Reebok & Adidas.  BBC Scotland.
Craig Dunain: Gaelic Documentary about the highland asylum BBC Scotland

Rabbie with Phil Cunningham BBC Scotland

Gayhurst Crescent goes Surfing C4

Columba’s Crossing  St Columba’s journey from Ireland  C4


Tracks of my Tears: Documentary about men and crying. BBC Scotland
Obituary Show   10 x 30 minute C4 , included Dudley Moore, Spike Milligan, Olly Reed

Victims of The Village:  Expose of rural Child Abuse. BBC Scotland. 
The Power List: 50 Minute documentary presented by Jon Snow looking at changes in Power in Britain.
Welcome to The GoGo: ARENA film on the GoGo music scene in 
Washington for Island Records / BBC Network.
Various EX_S’s for BBC Scotland including …..

Hugh Who Following the making of a musical in a school, This is Mackay Country Profile Craig Mackay, When Summers Were Longer Looking at the huts at Carbeth, Linwood no more The demise of Scottish car manufacturing, Pesce e Patate Scots Italians and their identity, My name is Albert Watson Profile of stills photographer Albert Watson, A kiss to Build a Dream on, Profile of Hollywood director Michael Caton Jones Good Old Boys, Legends Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain The Journey Iain Crichton Smith goes home to Lewis. 
CURRENT AFFAIRS / ENTERTAINMENT/ COMEDY
· Newsnight Review (Live) 
· Words With Wark. BBC
· 3 x World Debates Series   BBC World
· Sin with Bruce Morton (6 x 30 minutes)  C4
· Whatever You Want C4
· Something Else BBC
· Burning Books C4
· Halfway to Paradise C4
· Axiom  BBC
· Elaine With Attitude.  BBC
CHAT SHOWS
· After Dark (Live)
· Talking Loud
MULTI CAMERA DIRECTION
Numerous concerts including:
· James Brown
· Christy Moore
· Billy Bragg
· Shooglenifty
· Capercaillie
· Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain
· Horo Gheallach (32 x 30 m ins)
· Runrig
· Celtic Connections Concerts x 3
· U2
· New Order
· Siouxsie and the Banshees
· Simply Red
· Hue and Cry
· Jimmy Cliff
· Reggae Sunsplash (London)
· United Nations Hunger Concert. 
· Senior Director Big Day
· Tacsi
· Paul Brady
SINGLE CAMERA DIRECTION 
· The Proclaimers (promo)
· Deacon Blue (promos)
· View From The Hill (promo)
· Capercaillie (promos and longforms)
OTHER JOBS
The Downhill Racer: Executive Producer Darren Hercher’s beautiful film for BBC Scotland
Sighthill Stories Producer, Bafta Award Winning documentary 
Na Balaich ann an Ronaidh: Script Editing
BAFTA Scotland committee member
SOME REVIEWS 
AMERICAN COUSINS  (Feature Film.  Bard Entertainments) 

“A very funny loveable charmer with a heart as soft and sweet as a Tunnock’s Tea Cake. “ Independent on Sunday
“Guaranteed to have you rolling in the aisles.” The Sun 
“A charming, charming film.”  Parkinson on Sunday (BBC Radio Two)
“Well paced atmospheric and immensely likeable.” Financial Times
“Fast furious and funny!“ Sunday Mirror 
HIGHLAND FLING (3x30mins entertainment. Grampian) 
“Don Coutts provided spectacular visuals...superb style...“ The Daily Express 

HAUD YER TONGUE  (5x20mins. C4 Schools) 
“Like everything else from Don Coutts’s company Move on Up, impressively 
produced and directed.“ The Herald
COWBOYS IN SKIRTS  (50 min. ITV network)
 
“ A beautifully crafted documentary... wittily assembled… sparkling... a 
pleasure to watch...“ Daily Mail 

DEAD SEA REELS   (20min drama.  BBC Scotland and theatrical release)
 
“Coutts’s film has a Crow Road meets Breaking the Waves feel.“ The Scotsman 

“A quite exquisite and extremely thoughtful film, directed with his 
customary style by Don Coutts.“ The Herald 

WHEN SUMMERS WERE LONGER   (30mins documentary   BBC Scotland) 

“Exquisite... richly evocative... Don Coutts is an exceptional film 
maker.“  The Daily Mail 
